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Mary Ann's New Year
stNay! Mis'  Barber! wish't  ye
Lappy New Yoenr!'"  called out o poss-

ing Lioy.

Y on glong! answered the vexed
womit, who stood in In-r shidd door, just
about to hapg out o busket of elothes
on the old, sagging line.

v Ile! he! Wish ye happy New Your,
Mar' Ann!” echoed o mnudlin voleg
from the yard, where a shinbiby, red-
eved man sat on the end of n woodpile
smoking n shorl, dirty pipe. _

“Happy New Yeuar!”™ Mary Ann's
eyes flashed & she spoke, "I'would
be happy, sure enough, if 1 see your
cold ¢ Orpae fetehed |mu the door for my
New Yenr's present!

Joo gave o drunken lnugh.

“ Now Muar® \nn' don't
Why, how you talk!”

“Palk! CWell, i 1 dido’t do nothin’
bt talk. like you, where'd yon {0
day, snd the children? I'm glid the'
isn't but two of ‘em lefi 1"

And the bright gray eyes, fall of
vighteous Indiguation, grew dim as she
said it

“You've
‘bout, then,
a glgigle,

Mary Ann's eyes kKindled ngiin,

“You get up and chop thar wood,
Joe Barber: or vou won't have a »i]u'l'k
of dinner to-day, now 1 tell ye!"

She hute her clothes out in the slows-
gathering mist, watehing the feluctant
man's fepble strokes out of the corner
of her eve as she did so, and when the
few poor carmenis were all pinoned up
retrented {uto the kitchen, and, droj-
ping on to the nearest chair, threw her
apron over her head inasort of despair.
Through the darkness of that homely
sereen, with closed cyes, she looked
backward on herlife, Shesuw the com-
fortable farm-house that was her home
long hefore she knew Joe Barber: the
tender mother, the kind, silont father,
the bright, merry brothers and sisters;
the feast=dnys and the birth-days alwuys
kept there in plenty atd mirth unusual

Ve, now,

he

got suthin’
ha'n't ye?'

to he h“i PN
sald Joe, with

among New England farmers, for the
Blairs were n remarkably affectionate
family, oud their mother hud o hear

full of love and chieor that exponded
itself on her home with lavish effusion.
There she hud never known want or
care; there was enough for every one's
health and comfort under John Blair's
roof. The great troubles of life hud at
Inst assailed them—death and Separa-
tion—but never had there been a dis-
gension among them, and if now she
looked back .k'.l'!i_\' on the loss of parents
and sister, she had no remorse in her
grief,  Annie had died =oon after her
early marringe. Tim was al the world's
end almost, in South America; John in

the Sandwich Islands, and Becky lived
in Californin; she, Mary Ann, was
right here in Connecticut, in a miser-
able old house at Brimtield Center, with

druunken husband and two ragged
children. **Oh, the pity of it!" Yet

when she promized to marry Joe Bar-
ber he was, as slie phrased it to herself,
“*a real hlwi\ young man.”” He was
stage-driver from Drimficld Center to
Poquonock, and a hale, handsome
young fellow, with o merry bright eye
and a hearty laugh,

The stage was one of the last that
ran in Connecticut, bul bhefore the
Pogquonock railway was built the mails
and a few passengers had to be trans-
ported to three or four villages lying up
among the West Hills, and therefore
the route was kept up. 1t was a long
thirty miles, that day’s drive, up and
down hill all the way, going up one day
and back the next. The winters were
cold, the winds piercing, the drvive tire-

gome, and Joe could not resist a ** nip,"
a8 he called it, of hot sling on very
hitter days when he stopped at the

Youtie tavern or threw off his mail-bag

al Pekin. He rarely ever got drunk,
but he made the first falal step toward
inte mperance- he gol ta like the taste
of liguor.  Then, when the railway

throaded the Poquonock valley he took
to ** teaming ' freight from the great
cotton mills to the station, and when

winter set in that was cold work and
the * nips * began again, Mary Ann
did all she could to make him a better

man, but he had the habit fixed on him
hefore she knew it, And she was con-
demned to gee him fall lower and lower,
1ill he became nbanger-on at corner
groceries and she had to work as hard
as she could to keep him and the chil-
dren fod and clothed., (hpee it had
been his pride to see her well-dressed
and rory; now he did not care thit she
was thin, pale and worn out. Ope hy
one her vounger children had dropped
into the grave, and she could not mourn
them. She knew they were betler off
thun with her; she kept a spark of
faith alive for that comfort

Mary Ann had s great, generous
heurt and a loving nature; £he was in-
telligent and energetic, but she had »
guick temper and & keen spnse of jus-
tice, and she had putgrawn, as she
thought, every bit of affection she had
ever had Tor this shiftless, cureless,
useless man, whose sole end in life
seemed 1o e 1o drink and eat ol Ber
expense and  ovade every duty he
should have fulfilled. It was this hot
temper that mude her say o greal
many things a calmer woman would
only have thought, and repent  of
them almost a8 spon as they were ut-
tered. Now, as she sat there looking
back on the past, she remembered also
what Joe bhad been; how much she had
once loved him: how handsome nnd
kind and gay he was hefore this devil
of drink entered into him, and & great
wave of |’il." surged over her for a
minute—only & minute, for she heard
the gate click, and, pulling down her
apron, she hurricd o the window and
saw her husband, with both hands in
his pockets and his ragged coat pulled
up about his ears, shambling awny
through the chill wintry drizzle to the
corner grocery after his dram—the
dram she should pay for with weariness
of body and torture of soul, She shook
her clenched fist at the retreating figure,

“Oh! how 1 wish you'd never come
back!" she sald, with & fresh bhurst of
rage, and then, going out into the
tumble-down woodshed, she picked up
the axe her husband had left lying on
the ground and split up wood enough
to holl her kettle of potatoes and bit of
salt pork. The children should have
warm dinpner when they came {rom
the mill. They were delicaie children—
delicate from mere poverty, want of

but they had o work
|I:l\|'

warmth spd food
Children of w dronkard
themsel ves—and him, too
As for Joe, he dragged himsell nlong
through the cold rain townrd the plnes
whore his beloved drink was (o o
fonnd ., when sudidenly his eye it on n
piece of mouey |\]ll r close to Ihl' wilk:
it wns only o silver '|unl|| Yat il
mennt  much 1w him 'Squire Grovie
would never Iet him have but one drink

il #time now that he could not N

cash for the stnfl, but had it churge

on .\|i|l'_\ Ann’s store hill: toqday In

would get that glnes  first and then

r¢||ll:fli|}w[l|.n'lr'1 for more, =0 he gol e phoye seane s oo dearfol sl fsithifoad

very drunk indeed; and, baving just | phonon fow iyt ) Vi pibmes i il perets of

gense enough left 1o keep away Trom | the ok ovmsinntis. Flie iatiier gors o

home, turbned toward the brickkiln | Trom doy fo ey Feeling et woaks with s

across Mud Drook, knowing he conld | Dririne divn sensipiom, i ".' tpitne that i

le down by its warm walls and sleep | U0 REHE TR Rl oyl sail i,

Uil w new oy, Won] Towiinses inornose. der nppeerine oo
it e . . pony, b whosp broken. ol hoe eomplexion
I'hie brook was up 1o it brim pow i aiesees W P MR e it

with December's rains: the foot-bridee I.-- G e et~ i e i i e e

wis nartow; it seemed very erooked 1o | i weoniin i ber eortil ol t

Joe as hestepped on ity he tried o fol CYNe A A IR TRIFTL TREE Ta\ b s mrrvsyy

low those odd curves—and in one mos | ik, e o wi T T T PR TR P YR

ment he was deep in the water,  Then | gumoomsd, Mo sxnmines e, unkes s bl

he, too, looked back al the st thnt [ Wy Weonn ) s Wi ST

strange revelation of the foregoing Life | niliyile th 'I ar ‘:"._I_ -‘. '

that comes to the drowning man camo | t baek

He remembered all that ever he
had done, from stealipg oul
of the neighbor's lot when he was four
Venrs old, and the sound Whi]’piil:_' his
mother gave him, down (o his cavouse
to-duy ; he saw himself as he had been
A vounge mun with henlth, work, con-
tentment, n loving wife, preity chil-
dren, and then o drunken scoundrel,
the georn and contempt of that worn-
out woman and a terror his pale,
pinched, halfsclothed boy and girl. Sud-
denly atext he hnd onee read Dashed
his mind—lor onve, in Lthose
forever-zone days, he uzed to read the
Bible:
“The

1o him,
Il;\;wh'.-

Aeross

sorrows of death compassed
me, and the paing of death got hold
upon me: I found trouble aud sorrow.
Then ealled I upon the name of the
Lord: O Lord, I beseech thee, deliver
my soull’

Feebly he said, O Lord! I—"" then
evervihiing went,
About two hours after Mary Aon

hnd gone out 1o split wood she heard

the gate click again: the factory bel
had not rung: probably Joe had stag.
gered home drunk, a8 usual.  She did

not look up from her work till the door
was flung open and four men brought
in her hushand®s body.

The first thing she thought of was

her morning's wish: God had granted
it. The nest was that here lay het
husband. She did not believe two

hours ago that she cared for him w par-

ticle: she knew wnow that she loved
him still,

But, New Enaland fushion, she mode |
no sign; she only looked at the fore-
most of his bearers, and =said, ** Is he

dead?" —in such a voice!

“ Much as ever he's “live,”
the indireet Yankee,

* We see him go in,
aod was jest in time;
the doctor said. an® hell hoave been
deader 'n podoor nail,  Put him o bed,
doctor ‘-'.l_\h,:lll' he'll be hiere ina _Ilﬂﬂl‘-”

answered

over 1o the kiln,
another minnit,

S0 Joe DBarber began his New Yoan
in agonies of rheumatic fever, as
from “* happy ' a= s man could be: for

if the anguish of hody ever gave him o
moment’s respite the memory of thos

horrible moments under the cold rush
of Mad Drook returned lo torture his
mind.,

For a long year thereafter he was o
cripple—even when at last he could
leave his bed, unable 1o walk withour |
crutches, and ounly across s room al

EE__B%XE

that.  But all this time, racked with
the recollection of her dreadful words,
and remorse 1o think how nearly he
wild wish had been granted, Mary Any,
nursed him and waited on him with un-
failing and gentle patience. She feh
that she must atone for her hard specch,
though Joe never had alluwded to i,

At last the vear come round again,
and Joe Barber, elothed and in his right
mind, sat by the kitchen fire watching
his wile pare apples for her Saturday’s
baking, The children were in the shed
cracking nuts, and langhing ng children
should laugh, but as these two rarels
had done, and Mary Ann's face shone
with peace and pleasure as she listened
to them,

* You look some as though you was
a-goin’ to hev a happy New Year this |
time, Mar® Ann," salg Joe, iu a feehle |
but gentle voice, |

Mary Ann dropped her ktlil'-_-‘u.wl
looked up at him with tears in her eyes,

SO, Joe! you never will know how
happy 1 was this time last vear to have |
vou Hve, after all!l And to think what
dreadinl words 1 said o yve, too!™

i Sho, sho! Mar® Ann, don't be con-
sarned nbout Tem: lh\-_\'l'lllll‘- binek to me
there when I was drownin® and done me

Vi

gonid—that's so. 1 wasn't worth hievin®,
fand 1 koow it.  Nothin® but the eold-
wuter cure ferched me up in time, 1
shu'n't pever again provoke ve to
wrath the woy L done before; the Lord
Lelpin', T believe P've begun o real
New Year™

Mary Ann lifted the corner of her

apron to her eyes and wiped awny a
tenr of joy.

"“'r'.]‘ ‘n--.“ she sald,
*let ")ﬂl-lll'h be hyvrones: we won'
twit vach other with nothing., You und
me and the children will Just furn to

N answer,

to-morrer and keep a genuine  olil
fushioned bhappy New Year, won't
wef'!

CAmen!™  sald Joe, with all his

heart,— Huge

{'H?‘irh

T Py ook s in Christian

-

Beware of Olntments for Catarrh
thut Contaln Mercary,

us mercury will surely destroy the sense
of smell and completely derange the |
whole system when entering it through
the mucus surfaces. Such articles
shoulil never be used except on pre-
seriptions from reputable physicians,
as the damage they will do are tenfold
to the good vou can possibly derive
from them.  Hall's Catarrh Cure, manu- |
factured by F. J. Cheney & Co,, To-
ledo, Ohio, contains no mercury, and ‘
is taken internally, and acts directly |
upon the blood and mucus surfaces of |
the system. 1o buying Hall's Catarrh
Cure be sure you gel the genuine, It
is taken internnlly, and made in Toledo,
Ohio, by F. J. Cheney & Co.

(55" Sold by droggiats. Price seventy-
five cents per bottle,
-
Tug Christian ls like the n;mning corn:
the riper hie grows the more lowly he bends |
hin hond.—Guthrie,
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A Trade in Dog-Skins,

M. Fdgar, the commissiotier of cus-
toms nb Newehwang, in Mantchurin, in
Customes Yellow-hoak,

referring to the trade from that port in
robes and mats monde from he sking
of dogs and goals, snys it I8 generally

hll}l]n-ﬂ-ti that dowes ure
miscuously, wherever
straying,
skins sold (o dealers,
i®= not the case, for although the busi-
ness may have bad ite origin in this
way, it Is now as systemutionlly carried
on g sheep-farming. There are thou-
sands of small dog and gont-farms
dotted over Mantchurin and the eaxtern
borders of Mongolia, where from a
seore to some hundreds of dogs are an-
nunlly reared on each farm, and where
they constitute a regular source of
wenlth, A bride, for instance, will re-
celve s dowry o pumber of dogs pro-
portionate to the menns of her ather,
It is i-Iu‘qun', gayve Mr. F !]l'.\\. 1IJ‘IT in

pleked up pro-
they My he
destroved and their
This, however,

no othor part of the world are
to be found ¢ ch splendid dog-skins
size, length of hair and quality, the
pxtreme cold of there latitudes, whore

the thermometor rogisters $0° Fahren-
heit below zero, developiog a maguifi-
cent coat. 1t is ditfienlt to understand
how the dog-Tarmer ean afford with
profit to réar the animals when the
price of the robe i= taken into consid-

eration, For one full-sized robe—say
cighly inches by eighty-gix inches—at
lenst eight animals are required. Pat-

ting the price realized av fourtesn shil-
lings and six pence for a robe, this
would only allow one shilling and ton
punce per skin, including the selection—
for the gkins must mateh in
length of

color and

hait—amd cost of =ewing,
The nnimals are generally strangled in
midwinier, but not before they are
vight months old, and then the skios

taken in a frozen condition principally
to Muckden and Chinchow, where they
are cured, assorted and made into
robes, mats, ole,  Lnst vear the robes
are said to have been decidedly inferior
in quality. The reason given is that
orders went forwarnd too late, and the
farimers, wiiting till they had news of
some demand, kept the animals alive

unlil their winter coats began to fall
ofl, The wvalue of the trwde from
Newchwang last yvear was about £40,-

000, ngainst nearly 60000 the previous

year, The decline was due to deprecin-

tion in value and o decreased demand

from the 1 nited States, — London Tines,
-

The Tobacco Habil,

The New Y Medical  Jowrnal,

o
e

after describing the evil effect of nico-
tine on the system, gives these facts!
“In an experimentul observation of

”lll"1‘\'-l frht hoys of ull clusses of sociely
and of average health, who had been
usinge tnbaceo for :u-t!-url-— ranginge from
two months to two vears, twenty-seven
showed severe injury to the constitu-
tion and insutlicient growth; thirty-two
showed the existence of irregularily of
the heart’s netion, disorde: @d stomachs,
congh and acraving for aleohol; thirtéen
had intermittency of the pulse aud one
bad  consumption. After they  had
nbandoned the of tobaceo within
six months one-linlf were free from all
their former symptoms, and the re-
the end of
the vear. A great majority of men go
fur hevond what may be called the tem-
perate use of tabaceo, and evidences of
mjury are easily found. It only
necessary Lo have some record of what
the gencral henlth wus previous to the
taking up of the habit, and to have ob-
servation cover a lone enough time,
The history of tobaceo in the i=lands of
New Zealand furnishes a quite
gestive ilustration for our purpose, and
one on alarge sonle, When Europenns
first visited New Zealnnd they found in
the native Maoris the most |]Ill:}'-lll‘-
veloped and powerful men of any ol

use

i3

Sllrs

the tribes inhabiting the islands of the
Pacilic, Since the introduction of to-
Laceo, for which the Maoris developed

a passionate lking,
cause alone, it {8 spid, become deci-
mated in numbers and at the same
time reduced in stnture and in physical
well-being s0 as to be an altogether in-
ferior type of men.” That men who
themselyes smoke should allow their
growing boys to indulge in the habit is
a marvel, That men who have

they have from this

selves to smoke is & glaring proof of the
weakness and selfishness  of human
nature, and goes far to prove the doc-
trine of total depravity,

A Story of Lincoln,

Durng the war Miss N., a
and spirited Virgivian, whose brother
(n confederute soldicr) bud been taken
prisoner by the Union forces, wus do-
sirous of obtaining a pass which would

beautifol

¢nnhle her to visit him. Francis 1%
Blair sereed 1o seenre an suwidience
with the president, but warned his

voung and rather impulsive friend (o
be very prudent and not let o word es-
eapi her which would belray her south-
ern sympathies. They were ushered
into the presence of Mr, Linenln, and
the ultjrl'l for which they had come
stated,  The tall, grve man heut down
to the petite maiden, and, looking
searchingly into her face, said: * Yon
ave loyal, of course?”  Her bright eves
flashed.  She hesitated 8 moment, and
then, with 0 face eloquent with emo-
tion and honest as his own, she replicd:
“* Yea,
aginin!" Mr, Lincoln kept his intent
goze upon herfor a moment longer and
then went to his desk, wrole a line or
two and handed her the paper. With
i bow the interview terminated.  Coce
outside, the extreme vexation of Mr,
Blair found vent in reproachiul words,
* Now, vou have done it!™ he said.
Shidn't 1 warn you to be very ecare-
ful? You have only yourself to blame."
Misg N, made no reply, but opened the
paper. It contained these words:
3 I’"um Miss N.; ghe is an honest girl
and can be trusted. A, Lincoln.”

Wonderful Lake Tahoe.

The waters of Lake Tahoe are mar-
velowsly pure—the purest and clearest
in ithe world, T believe. One imagines |
that the waters of the river of life can

noi be more pure, Repeatedly during |
our long pull T noticed that the water
lifted by and dripping from wmy oars

sons |
and daughters shiould be willing them- |

loyal to the heart's core—to Vir-,

hind pn apparently biue tinge when wi
were pulling in the ocean biue of very
deep watler This hlue borrowed e
hues of the deep water no less than of
the unclowded blue sky nbove, leading
ane v that L wus throungh n
comhbination of blue water and blue
sky thut he was moving, 1f California
had no othar sconic attraeti o bhul this
grenl inland sen of heavenly clearness
of watler—deep and blue ne the ovean,
too—it waulil not hae ooy i -lll'l!
The cloud effects on it are marvelons
in their ever-chang shipes and va-
rious color effocts,; The effects nt
Tahoe are in their greatest splendor ut
svening.,  From the sumimit of Tallac
I have seen rose<flame, yellow, blue-
purple and hlack- purple cloud effects
1|mt no puiater dare reproduce on cans
vis Without churge of exagrerntion.
Especinlly have 1 seen §dle ::‘Ilulll'l' of
flames set and flokting in eolorless segs
of sky.—SNan Franeiseo Bolletin,

to heli

ing

A Black Snake Whipped by Birds,

I hnd
part
othet

oeeasion Lo through a
of Mra, Jonew plantation, thi
day, and beeoming very tired |
seated mysell on 0 stump, and, while
eitting there, n Mack sonke came out of
the grass to my left and went in great
linste about twenty feet into a cotion
mteh and enught a young partridee
he  Hutle bird commenced a pitifal
nolse and his snokeship was 4l once at-

JIsa

tacked by the two parent birds, So
vigorous were the peckd and the flop-
ping of the wings that the snake was

l'llﬂllli‘”}"t Lo loose ”H' yvoung ird and
save himsell by fight. The grass and
weeds were so high that T could not see
Him after he got Into a cornfield near
by, but from his mancuvers after the
{ attack his punishment must have been
very severe, for from the time he
was mttncked to the time the cornfield
was reached hie jumped several limes
fully' asz high as his length, The old
binds followed him about one hundred
yards and then  returned to their
young.— (Fraenshorn (Gfeorgia) Sun,
- -

Wallaek®s Girent Memory.

Some time after my father's deat!
I was requested to !lEIl_\' IYon Civsar,
charncter he bad made peculiarly his
own, and of which he wias the origina
iti the English languag It was four-
teen or fifteen vears sipee T had plaved
it. and 1 said to Mrs, Wallack, iefore
I lnok at this part again [ want you to
see 0 T remumber anything of it 1
not only recollected the words, but
I did not miss a syllable she inid
down the book in perfect astonishment,
It secmed come upon me directly,
as thoughi I had performed it the night
before. “Dhis gift of memory has been
wlways of inestimable =ervice to me
Lester Wallaek. tn Servilinor!

— -

Are Your Hens Laying ?

It Bs o fior Bt little Known to people wh

keep poultry that tho tirst part of w hen
which becomes disarran -mln|, thenpprou '_l
of 1 is the ovaries. or -:..-Irl- ing
organs,  Fxcedas of fat, exposare to wer wrid
calld, poor condition, she \||I ng feathers, {m
proper fod, went of exercise luck ol
cortutn elmments in tho food o devélop thy

wmbryo v will all produce the sama affect
and causa the bens w stop laying, It can
not be luld down a8 an ' lroncolad ** rale
that when o hen celses laving It 5 n posi-
tive symptom she will soon e siek; bt i
can be stated with the ntmost assornnce
that something I= wrong, or she would nor

cease liyiog for weeks amd often months
The annunl ege product per hen in this
conntry ranges from three o sight dozen
aach. Now this s by far too small. Thera
I8 no surthily remson why every hen thar
lays ot wll should not be wnde 1o lay frot
ten to iiteen doxen eges vich per vear nnd
continue to do” so for several years. Wi
know of parties who get eggs at that rato i
midwintor fnoonr cold olimate, How 1
goet eges in cold wenthetr Interests every
person who keeps hens, Mr. Char

wwiond of New Cataan, Conn., writ

dute of March B, 1857 “ Lhad ex

stlts from feeding Sheridan's Powder to my

weventeen hens,  In December

22 aeed, in Joanuarey, 157, and in Fe 1

S Poople aronnd here who ].ln thires
and four times the hens I bave (nmd wiu
did not nse Sheridan's Powderi did not ge
T Cler B4 IMADY  does I Johusor
& Uo *r Costom-liouse stre foston
Muss, (the only makers of Shoridan’s Con-

dition Powder 1o make hens bay), will send
postpail, to any person two fwenty-five
cent packs of Powder and o new Poultrs-
ralsing Gulde for sixty conts, The ook
costs twantyv-Hve conts, For 81,00
wicks of powder anid a book; for 81,20
| & large two-and-ore-fonrth-ponnd can amd
honk; six cans, 8500, express prepaid
Send stamps or cash, Interssting testimmo-
nials sent free.
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BeriaoN 8 not g dogma nor an emotion
but a service,
-

Pives! Itemxa Prungs!—Spmptoms
Moisture; intense itehing and tinging, most
b niglit; worse by seratohing,  LCallowad

| to continue tumors form, which often hlead

| and nloerite, hecoming very sore. SWaAvyNs's

OixTaeST stops the itching and bleading,

hgnls nleeration and in mist

| the tomors At
fifty cents, Dr
plida, enn

Adbertisements.

PiLks!

CASES TeIOoves
drmgeists, or by muil, for
Swavne & Son, Philisdel-

Magee Mystic Ranges.

Best in the World.
Stoves of all Kinds

Furnace Work a Specialty.

(PLANS AND ESTIMATES GIVEN.

See the Perfeot Furnace before buying
any other,

' D. DEWEY & SON.




